
 
 

501 East Court Street, Suite 2.500 ● Jackson, Mississippi  39201 ● 601-608-4010 
 
 

 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
Southern District of Mississippi 
Office of the Clerk            ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

May 12, 2026 
 

Chief U. S. District Judge Halil S. “Sul” Ozerden announced today that 

effective at the close of business on Friday, June 26, 2026, Senior U. S. District 

Judge Tom S. Lee will assume inactive status and no longer hear cases in the 

United States District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi. “The judges of 

our Court join me in congratulating Judge Lee on his lengthy record of dedicated 

service to the federal judiciary,” Judge Ozerden said. “He has been a friend and 

mentor, and he will be deeply missed. We wish him all the best.” 

Judge Lee has served with distinction for more than forty years, having been 

appointed to the district court bench by President Ronald Reagan in 1984. 

Throughout his tenure, he has consistently set a high standard for himself and 

maintained a level of professionalism and excellence that has earned him the 

respect of judges, lawyers, and litigants alike. 

As chief judge from 1996 to 2003, Judge Lee focused on prompt and efficient 

resolution of pending cases. Importantly, during his tenure as chief judge, Judge 

Lee oversaw the implementation of the Case Management and Electronic Case 
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Filing system (known as CM/ECF) in the District, a system still in use today, some 

25 years later. His essential and invaluable work contributed to ensuring the 

stability of District operations at a time when the Court faced a massive flood of 

civil filings, particularly mass torts and personal injury lawsuits.  

Judge Lee is highly regarded for his intellect, has a well-deserved reputation 

for fairness and integrity, and is appreciated by all for efficient management of his 

cases. Equally important, he exemplifies the qualities of humility, courtesy, 

compassion, and civility, all valuable characteristics in a judicial officer. He is a true 

“gentleman judge” and a credit to the Court.     

In April 2006, Judge Lee took senior status, when he was succeeded by Judge 

Daniel P. Jordan, III. Now, at his request, Judge Lee will be excused from the 

Court’s civil and criminal case draws effective June 26, 2026. At that time, his 

existing cases will be reassigned to other judges in the District.  

The Court will appropriately salute Judge Lee’s career with a reception 

which will be scheduled soon. 
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